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Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CS Docket No. 9&120 

AUG 2 7 2002 

On August 26,2002, Ms. Judith McHalt, Prasidmt and Chief Operating Officer of 
a s c o w r y  CommunicBtions, hc., d I met with Codss imer  Michael Copp and his legal 
advisor3 Alexis Johns: We d i ~ ~ ~ ~ e d  the digital television transition and, wcifically, the imprtct 
digid must c m y  would have on cable p ~ g r m m m  such w Discovmy. We w h i n e d  the 
challenges pmgrm n&worka fhce in s&g cable carriage and the harm to program companies 
and cmumm of giving broadcasters mothe-t advantap in the competition for cable c d a g a  
We expmsd ~ c e m  about prqc~sak that call  for mandatory carriage ofn broadcaster's analog 
and digital signal during the trwnsiticln as well as th~s that call far mandatory cmiage of more 
than the br0BdC&stm'6 prhary digital signal. 
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Discovery Communications, fnc. is the leading 

creating the highest quality content and services tu 
help people explore their world and satisfy their 

global real-world media entertainment company, . -  

. .  . . .  
. . .  curiosity. . . .  . .  . : '  . 
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF DISCOVERY 

r 
U23.-based targeted networks, launched beginning in 1996 specificallv 
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Recently launched, new services for an on-demand and high-definition 
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1 'r- \x PROBLEMS WITH MULTICAST MUST CARRY, \d 
POST TRANSITION 

A multicast must carry regime, post transition, hinders marketpiace 
forces. 

Despite Discovery's success, we struggle to Secure carriage, especidly 
for newer networks, The fact that a cable system carries the 
Discovery Channel or TLC does not mean it will carry every 
Discovery network. Yet under a multicast must carry argument, the 
broadcafiters claim that cable systems must carry not only their 
primary network, but dI programming - regardless o f  quality = that 
can be squeezed into 6 IMHZ. 
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